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  "For to this end we toil and strive, because we have our hope 

set on the living God, who is the Savior of all people." I Timothy 4.10

Sunday Morning, October 25, 2009

Setup and Music Rehearsal:
8:00

Adult & Children’s Sunday School:    
                9:15

Fellowship with Coffee and Refreshments:
10:05

Worship Service:
               10:30
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Meeting at Colonial Forge High School, Stafford, VA

550 Courthouse Rd (west of I-95)
www.hopeofchrist.net
Pastor Leonard Bailey

leonard@hopeofchrist.net

540-645-2880
All passages of Scripture are from the English Standard Version unless otherwise indicated.

Copies are available for your use on the bookcase at the back of the auditorium. 

Please return them to the bookcase after the worship service.
CCLI# 2960788

Song of Gathering                            October 25, 2009

Arise My Soul Arise

Words by Charles Wesley, Music by Kevin Twit, 1996

Arise, my soul, arise, shake off your guilty fears;

The bleeding sacrifice, in my behalf appears;

Before the throne my Surety stands, 
Before the throne my Surety stands,

My name is written on His hands.

(Chorus)

Arise (arise), arise (arise), arise

Arise, my soul, arise.

Arise (arise), arise (arise), arise

Arise, my soul, arise.

Shake off your guilty fears and rise

He ever lives above, for me to intercede;

His all redeeming love, His precious blood, to plead;

His blood atoned for every race, His blood atoned for every race,

And sprinkles now the throne of grace.    (Chorus)
Five bleeding wounds He bears; received on Calvary;

They pour effectual prayers; they strongly plead for me:

"Forgive him, O forgive," they cry, "Forgive him, O forgive," they cry,

"Nor let that ransomed sinner die!"           (Chorus)
My God is reconciled; His pardoning voice I hear;

He owns me for His child; I can no longer fear

With confidence I now draw nigh, with confidence I now draw nigh,

And "Father, Abba, Father," cry.                (Chorus)
I waited for the Lord on high

I waited and He heard my cry 
He pulled me out of my despair and showed me how to walk

From fear into security, from quicksand to a rock
I waited for the Lord on high

I waited and He heard my cry 
Welcome and Announcements
Meditation                                     
           1 John 3:1-3
See how very much our Father loves us, for He calls us His children, and that is what we are! But the people who belong to this world don’t recognize that we are God’s children because they don’t know Him.  Dear friends, we are already God’s children, but He has not yet shown us what we will be like when Christ appears. But we do know that we will be like Him, for we will see Him as he really is.  And all who have this eager expectation will keep themselves pure, just as He is pure.
Call to Worship


                           
Leader:  Lift up your hearts
People:
 We lift them up to the Lord

Leader:
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
People:  Yes, for it is good and right so to do

Leader:
 It is very good and right and our duty that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks to You, O Lord, Father Almighty, Everlasting God.   Therefore with the angels and archangels, and with all the hosts of heaven, we praise and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

People:
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts.  Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.  Glory be to You, O Lord Most High!

Invocation
Songs of Praise
Here I Am To Worship

Words and Music by Tim Hughes, 2002

Light of the World 
You stepped down into darkness,

Opened my eyes, let me see

Beauty that made this heart adore you

Hope of a life spent with you

(Chorus)

Here I am to worship,
Here I am to bow down

Here I am to say that you’re my God

You’re altogether lovely, 
Altogether worthy

Altogether wonderful to me

King of all days, 
Oh so highly exalted

Glorious in heaven above

Humbly you came to earth you created

All for love’s sake become poor.

Chorus

I’ll never know how much it cost

To see my sin upon that cross   (2X)

Chorus

I Will Rise 
Words and Music by Louie Giglio, Jesse Reeves & Chris Tomlin, 2008
There's a peace I've come to know, 
Though my heart and flesh may fail  

There's an anchor for my soul
I can say, “It is well”
Jesus has overcome and the grave is overwhelmed  

The victory is won; He is risen from the dead 

       (Chorus)

And I will rise when He calls my name  

No more sorrow, no more pain    

I will rise on eagle's wings  

Before my God fall on my knees and rise   

I will rise 

There's a day that's drawing near 
When the darkness breaks to light  

And the shadow's disappear 
And my faith shall be my eye's 

Jesus has overcome and the grave is overwhelmed  

The victory is won; He is risen from the dead 

(Chorus)
And I hear the voice of many angels sing, 
“Worthy is the Lamb!”
And I hear the cry of every longing heart, 
“Worthy is the Lamb!“
       

(Repeat)                                               
(Chorus)
 
Offerings of Adoration & Thanksgiving
Song of Adoration & Thanksgiving

O Love That Will Not Let Me Go
Words by George Matheson; Music by Christopher Miner
O love that will not let me go,

I rest my weary soul in Thee;

I give Thee back the life I owe,

That in Thine ocean depths its flow

May richer, fuller be.

O light that followest all my way,

I yield my flickering torch to Thee;

My heart restores its borrowed ray,

That in Thy sunshine’s blaze its day

May brighter, fairer be.

O joy that seekest me through pain,

I cannot close my heart to Thee;

I trace the rainbow through the rain,

And feel the promise is not vain,

That morn shall tearless be.

O cross that liftest up my head,

I dare not ask to fly from Thee;

I lay in dust life’s glory dead,

And from the ground there blossoms red

Life that shall endless be.
Sermon
 
   
            
    Leonard Bailey
Genesis 18:1-15                   
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When “Decently and in Order” Just Don't Cut It: How Do You Respond to God's Kindness
· God Desires Relationship and Will Stop at Nothing to Get it
· Abraham Abandons Dignity and is Elevated by God
· Sarah Seeks to Preserve Dignity and is Humbled by God

Confession of Faith                   The Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
He descended into hell.  

On the third day He rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and He will come again to judge the quick and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. 
Amen

Celebration of Communion

Invitation to the Lord’s Table

Communion, also called the Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist, is the family meal of Christians. We invite all committed followers of Jesus Christ to partake of this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a congregation that proclaims the gospel, who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for

Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with His people, the church. Note: Hope of Christ Presbyterian Church uses wine in this celebration. If, whether for reasons of health or conscience, you prefer grape juice it is provided in the outer ring of cups.

Prayers of Meditation for Those Not Communing


If you are not able to receive Communion, please use this time to meditate on one of the following prayers.


Prayer for Those Searching for Truth

Lord Jesus, You claim to be the way, the truth, and the life.  Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what You claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of You that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that You promise. Amen.


Prayer of Belief

Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but through You I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank You for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that You have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive You as Savior and Lord. Amen. (If you are praying this today for the first time, please share this with the Pastor after the service).


Prayer of Commitment

Lord Jesus, You have called us to follow You in baptism and in a life of committed discipleship in Your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one with Your people, and live in the fullness of Your Spirit. Amen.


Songs of Meditation

Come Boldly to the Throne of Grace

Words by D. Herbert, 1838; Music by Brian T. Murphy and Clint Wells, 2004

Come boldly to the throne of grace, ye wretched sinners come;

And lay your load at Jesus' feet, and plead what He has done.

"How can I come?" some soul may say,"I'm lame and cannot walk;

My guilt and sin have stopped my mouth; I sigh, but dare not talk."

Come boldly to the throne of grace, though lost, and blind, and lame;

Jehovah is the sinner's Friend, and ever was the same.

 (Chorus)

He makes the dead to hear His voice; He makes the blind to see;

The sinner lost He came to save, and set the prisoner free.

Come boldly to the throne of grace, for Jesus fills the throne;

And those He kills He makes alive; He hears the sigh or groan.

Poor bankrupt souls, who feel and know, the hell of sin within,

Come boldly to the throne of grace; the Lord will take you in.
(Chorus)

Come boldly to the throne of grace, for Jesus fills the throne;

And those He kills He makes alive; He hears the sigh or groan.

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

Words by Joachim Neander, 1680; Traditional German Melody

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation 
O my soul, praise Him for He is thy health and salvation 
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near 
Praise Him in glad adoration 

Praise to the Lord who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth 
Shelters thee under His wings;  yea, so gently sustaineth 
Hast thou not seen how thy longings have been 
Granted in what He ordaineth 
Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee 
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee 
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do 
If with His love He befriend thee 

Praise to the Lord, O let all that is in me adore Him 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him 
Let the  “Amen” sound from His people again
Gladly for aye we adore Him
Benediction
Calendar for this Week:
Today
12:30pm
Potluck Lunch at Colonial Forge 
                                 
6:00pm
Autumn Ridge Care Group at the Bailey home




(Leader, Don Davis, 540.720.2035)



6:00pm
Edinburgh Care Group this week




(Leader, Paul Jany, 540-891-1118)
Monday

6:30pm
Stafford Lakes Care Group at the Murphy home  




(Leader, James Murphy, 540-752-6118)

Tuesday

7:00pm
Women’s Discipleship at Meg Wright’s home.  

Wednesday
12:00pm
Women’s Discipleship at Betty Gagnon’s home.  (Childcare




Provided.)  Contact Betty, 540-479-1787.

Thursday        
7:00pm
Praise team practice (Robert Turner, 703-391-7241)
Friday

6:00pm
No Aquia Harbor Care Group this week

                                       
(Leader, Rich Leino, 540-446-5918)

Saturday

7:00am
Men’s Leadership Training at the Gagnon’s.  Please read




The Westminster Confession of Faith.  (Pastor Leonard




Bailey, 540-645-2880)
Sunday

8:00am
Set up



6:00pm
Reformation Sunday Evening Service.  This is a joint service at




our mother church, New Life in Christ, along with Bethel




Reformed Church.  (Pastor Bailey, 540-645-2880)
Upcoming Events:
4th Sunday
10:30am
Communion service followed by a potluck meal at Colonial 

Of Month

Forge.  Bring a main dish and side dish or dessert.  

Drinks will be provided. 
November 7
1:00pm
Fish Fry at the VanHooser’s (Rescheduled due to rain)  Please




bring a dish to share.

Nursery Ministry:                                                
        
     Katie Murphy, 540-752-6118

Oct. 25
Sunday School: 
P. Jany/J. Griffin              
              **Be there by 9:00 am



Worship:     
S. Leino/S. Gensimore/M. Davis             **Be there by 10:15 am

Nov. 1 
Sunday School: 
B. Gagnon/R. Bailey


Worship:     
K. Murphy/A. Best/S. Griffin

Refreshment Ministry  

                     Sign-up sheet on Refreshment Table
October 25 – Larry VanHooser  

November 1 – Sonya Leino
Birthdays this week:

November 29 – Glenna Gagnon
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